INTORNATICHAL i ILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE 


THZ UNITZD STATS OF Ai 3RICA, et al ) 
} 

- AGAINST - } 4 
\ 


AhAKI, SADAO, et al 


I, OiADA, Keisuke, do svear on my conscience that the 
following is true. 


I was :inister of the Navy in the TANAKA Cabinet from 
April 20, 1927 until July 1, 1929. I was linister of the 
Navy in the SsITO Cabinet from | ay 26, 1932 to January 1, 
1933. I wes Prime iinister of Japan from July 8, 1934 to 
Larch 8, 1936, 


Seginning around 1928, there vas a foneral tencency in 
the army to expand on the continent of asia. General TANALA, 
Prime ijinister at this time had completed plan regarding the 
cont.nent end sent a representative to .anchuria to obtain 
from ChAI'G TSC LIi important railro<cd concessions for opening 
up new lines which could be laid according to the original 
program only if a condition of peace prevailed in kanchuria. 
In order to maintain peace, the aforesaid Premier TANAKA felt 
that it “ss important that CEANG TSC LI should be kept in 
Lanchuria and not in Peking. Therefore, in order to prevent 
civil war in southern tanchuria, the aforesaid CHANG TSO LIN 
started for |ukden and on the Way, was killed by the Slowing 
up of a railvay bridge. ihen this reached the Cebinet, the 
aforesaid Premier TANAKA was very angry anc said that "if the 
Army takes such mesures es that, we will never be able to 
develop our plan." The aforesaid Premier TAVALA said further 
that the responsible people must be severely punished to 
prevent such incidents er¢ain on the continent. Thereafter, 
in a conference with myself and th Wer Minister, General 
SHIRAKAA, the aforesaid Premier TANAKA reached an agreement 
to procsed imm-diately to the Imperial Palace and make a 
report to the Snperor on this matter. Following this con- 
ference with the juperor, the aforesaid Premicr TANAKA returned 
from the Palace to the Cabinet ana instructed the War Minister 
to ~€0 ahead and procced “ith the punishment of the persons 
respcnsible for the killing of CHANG TSO LIIi. The aforesaid 
General SHEIRAKA A returned to the office of the /ar i.inistry 
and was una»le to obtain the desired action in connection 
with the punishment of the persons responsible for the afore- 
mentioned murder because General SUCIYAi A, Hajime, Chiof of 
the :ilitary Affairs S5ureau and the Chief of the C -neral Staff, 
General iéAYA, Hanzo felt that the Army should take care of 
itw own problems and discipline. As the Prime linister General 
TANAKA could not report to the snperor that the culprits had 
deen punished as the Throne desired, he resigned with his 
Cabinet. The Kwantung Army proved by this event that it was 
more powerful than the Japanese Government in Tokyo and that 
its influence extended even into the General Staff itself. 
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“hile I was Navy }inister during the first seven 
months of the SaifO Casinot, the Cabinet experienced great 
difficulties with the Army for the reason that Acmiral SalITo, 
the Prime .inister, wes pursuing a policy of reducing the 
army Ddudget and refusing the Army additional funds. 


“hen t} ane Premier of Japan in 1934, the pover of 

the Army » een sing. In 1935 General NASAKI, Jinzaburo 
was force ot. “to resign as Inspector Goneral of ilitary 3duce- 
tion. Lioutenant Hehe AIZA" 4 in protest over this, forced 
his vay into the Lureav tilitary aAf.airs and killed 
Lieutonant Generel iiaGeTa, the Chief of the .ilitery affairs 
Lcureau.e wlthough I, as Prire :.inister, folt very strongly 
ebout the «IZ: affair and pressed for this officers pro- 
secution, the Army carrind out i s own i>vestigation end did 
not permit interre>ancs »v the Prime iinister or tho Cabinet. 
sven thovgh I was Princ .nister, I was poverless to inves- 
tigate this cri e committed by an army officer. 


At this time Gencral FAYASrI, Scniuro was the iinister 
of ar. after ths assassination of the aforesaid Goneral 
N4GaTa who wes the Ci.isf of the iilitery Atiairs 2ureav, the 
aforssaid General LAYASHI refused to continue in the Cabinet 
although I tried to persuade nir. to do so saying, “Let's 
stick together until we are both killed." The aforesaid 
General LaYASuI said for hi: to continue in the Cabinet 
would be the cause of disturbance and trouble from the 
militarists anc he recoimmended Ceneral KA’ ASHIJA whom all the 
Gonorals agreed to try to protect. It was very clear to all 
of us in the Cabinet that whoever might succeed the afore-~- 
mentiored General LAYASiI would be running ccnsiderable risk. 


On February 26. 1936, 22 officers and some 1400 mon 
revolted against th : Government and terrorized Tokyo for 
three and a half WAYS. ths vebols seized the Fremier's official 

residence, the “het lrilcéing, the Home and ‘ar Oifices, the 
Lotropoliten Policc eae | and the Goneral Staff ini iding. 
iy Finance : inister, TAv‘hasi.I, admiral Count SAITO, Lord 
Kueper of the Privy Sx al, “and General WATANASE vere killed 
by this grovp of arny racica ls vsing machins guns. Count 
ieeJiC, formor Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, the Grand 
Chamberlain SlZUiI and mysoli bare ‘ly escaped death. As a 
result of this ariiy insurrection I and my Cabinet resigned. 


UB ee ONsO Rs ee 


ULADS, «wcisuke 


Svorn and si-bscrib.d to before the 
uncé rsigned officer by the above- 
named C: Day Keisuk Sy at the j ar 
winistry Building, Tokyo, Jepun, 
this 17th. Gay of June, 1946. 


/s/ Herryman Dorscy 


Captain, JAGD 
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I, /s/ Frei F, Suzulsava_ __, HERESY CSRIIFY That I an 
fully conv.rsent “ith tho Japansso and English Langvecg;s, 
and that I, this day, reeca tao forsgcing Arficavit to the 
aboveenanod U:ADa, sgisus in Japancss, and in so doing, 
truly and correctly translated the contsnts thereof frou 
anglish inte Japanesc; anc that seid CiaDa, “cisuke stetod 
to mo that the contents cf saic Affidavit wero the trvth, 
and that hs vas willing to sign said Afficavit «nder oath; 
and that said CXADA, Koisuks -:s duly svorn in my presence 
and signed ssid Affidavit und=r oath in my presonce; and 
that all procvxedings inci¢ontal to ths administration of 
said oath and ths signing of seid Affidavit wore truly and 
correctly translated from Japangsa into Inglish and =nglish 
into Japanése and fully undorstood end comprehendsd by said 
Affiant. 


Dated this _17th day of June, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan. 


Jef cr-d F. Suzvkeva 
J Bn 
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